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On Wednesday, I participated in a 
webinar meeting with Matt Stem, Deputy 
Secretary for Elementary and Secondary 
Education at the Pennsylvania 
Department of Education, to discuss the 
replacement of the School Performance 
Profile.  The new accountability measure is 
called the PA Future Ready Index.   The 
existing SPP, which was first used in 2013 
and will be used this year, is heavily reliant 
on PSSA and Keystone test scores, which 
only mark student performance at a single 
point in time during the school year. 

PDE’s replacement system does 
retain several of the indicators from the 
current SPP, however, the weighting of 
those indicators would be modified.  Based 
on this week’s information session, the 
proposed new measure will include the 
following recommendations: 

 Increasing the weighting of value-added 
measures, PVAAS, which incentivizes a 
focus on all learners and is less sensitive 
to demographic variables. 

 Measuring English language acquisition 
among ESL students, not simply 
performance on a test of grade level 
ELA standards. 

  Incentivizing career awareness 
instruction in grades 5, 8, and 11 that the 
District must track. 

  Increasing the weighting of rigorous 
course offerings such as AP by tracking 
percentage of courses offered, 
percentage of student enrollment, and 
percentage of students scoring 3 or 
higher on the exam 

 NOCTI test scores from the CCCTC 
would increase in weighting. 

 Attendance and Graduation rate would 
increase in weighting 

 Transition to higher education, the 
military, and workforce would change to 
examine student success in the 16 
months following graduation 

 It also would allow Districts to include a 
locally selected reading assessment in 
grade 3 and math assessment in grade 7 
as additional snapshots of student 
progress. 

All of these changes will take effect with the 
Launch of the new PA Future Ready Index 
score in the fall of 2018.  We will look for 
more guidance from the Department of 
Education as the measure or formula for 
determining school success changes for the  
sixth time in as many years. 

 

 
Elementary News  

Mrs. Bakaysa’s math students were 
learning about the circumference of 

circles.  The students used straws to blow 
bubbles onto paper, measure the diameter 

of the bubble, and figured out the radius 
and circumference of the circles.  The 

lesson then tied to a previous math 
chapter, and the students had to find the 
mean, median, mode, and range of each 

column of data.
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Upcoming Events & Activities 
Black Knight Pride! 

Returning from the Christmas holiday, we were 
pleased to have Mr. Charles Gambino join our staff 
as the elementary music teacher.  Mr. Gambino 
provided a little information on his background.  He 
grew up in Punxsutawney,  graduated from Clarion 
and Wilkes Universities, and has previously taught 
music for more than 10 years in the Pocono 
Mountain School District and Pittsburgh Public 
Schools.  Currently, he is commuting from 
Kittanning, where he lives with his wife, April, and 
five children.  He stated, “It is a pleasure to join 
Moshannon Valley and I look forward to working 
with and continuing to meet all of the staff.” 

 

Differentiating Instruction… 

The faculty discussion around 
differentiated instruction during the in-
service this past week was wonderful.  It sets 
the stage for our award-winning author, Dr. 
Richard M. Cash’s visit February 20.   

Dr. Cash has worked in the field of 
education for over 25 years. His experience 
includes teaching, curriculum coordination, 
and program administration. Currently, he is 
an internationally recognized education 
consultant in the field of Differentiated 
Instruction. His consulting work has taken 
him throughout the United States, as well as 
into Canada, The Czech Republic, China, 
England, Indonesia, The Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia, Mexico, Poland, Qatar, Spain, South 
Korea, and Turkey. 

 His newest book Self-Regulation in the 
Classroom: Helping Students Learn How to 
Learn was released in March 2016, and just 
may become our book study for the 2017-
2018 school year.  A reminder in-service will 
run from 8:00 am-2:00 pm on February 20. 

 January 23 : End of Second Marking Period 
 February 16: Snow Make-Up Day 
 February 17: No School 
 February 20: In-service – Dr. Richard Cash 

 

  

Tyson Project A+… 
 The Moshannon Valley Music 

Department is  again participating in the 
Tyson Project A+ program, a fund-raising 
program sponsored by Tyson Foods, Inc. 
Through the program, the department can 
raise up to $12,000.  The money will go 
toward the purchase of new instruments and 
equipment needed by Music Department.  
This program is an easy way to raise much 
needed funds by sending Tyson Project A+ 
labels from products you probably already 
buy. 

 Here’s how it works: Just clip and collect 
Tyson Project A+ labels from participating 
Tyson product packages, bring them to 
school, and get them to Todd Sproull.  Labels 
will be collected and sent to Tyson Foods, 
and Tyson Foods will send our Music 
Department a check. Each label is worth 24 
cents! 

 

Field Trip Paperwork…. 
Fullington mentioned that  instead of 

staff members submitting the Field Trip 
Request form for a transportation quote 
following our policy, staff are calling and 
asking for estimates.  This is double work 
for Mr. Killion, and I am asking for the 
staff to please only request quotes in 
writing on District forms. Fullington is 
concerned about keeping track of which 
trips he completed quotes on forms, 
which trips received a verbal quote, and 
the dates of each trip.  The major concern 
is we will miss either approval for a trip at 
the Board level, or worse, miss having 
transportation for a scheduled trip.  The 
fax number is on the form and Mr. 
Killion's email 
is tommy@fullingtontours.com. Thank 
you for your assistance! 


